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NEW CIVICS STANDARDS IN PLACE! 

 
Civics education is essential for supporting a democratic society in that it provides 
students with the knowledge, skills, beliefs, and habits to become engaged and in-
formed citizens. Civics is one of the four main disciplines of Social Studies, includ-
ing history, economics, and geography.  Too often, civics can take a back seat to a 
chronological study of history in Social Studies courses.  

 
To ensure that all NJ students have the opportunity to gain the knowledge and skills 
needed for active citizenship in our democracy, Governor Murphy signed legislation 
known as “Laura Wooton’s law” in July 2021, requiring a minimum of a half year of 
civics instruction for all middle school students.  The legislation recommends that 
civics instruction address “the values and principles underlying the American sys-
tem of constitutional democracy; the function and limitations of government; and 
the role of a citizen in a democratic society.” 

 
In preparation for implementing the civics mandate in September 2022, Grade 6 
Social Studies teachers attended professional development workshops at the NJ 
Center for Civic Education in the spring and summer of 2022.  Here they learned 
best practices in civics education and were connected with a variety of resources for 
teaching civics.  

 
The new 6th grade course “Civics and American Studies” begins with an exploration 
of foundational concepts and principles including human rights. Students then 
learn about the foundational documents of the Declaration of Independence and the 
U.S. Constitution. Early American history is infused throughout the course to pro-
vide context for civics topics and address additional New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards for Social Studies. Throughout the course, students practice important 
developing questions, evaluating sources, seeking diverse perspectives, engaging in 
civil discourse, and taking informed action.   

 
An important aspect of the course and of civics education is civic participation.  As 
part of their study in “how individuals and civil society influence public policy,” stu-
dents will identify issues within their community, research multiple perspectives 
and possible solutions, and develop and present an action plan. In other words, they 
will learn civics by doing civics.  
 
Interested in other Civics classes?   

 “Civics and Government” and “Honors Civics and Government” are two full-
year elective classes offered to 11th and 12th graders at both high schools.   

 “U.S. Government & Politics” is an Advanced Placement (AP) class open to 11th 
and 12th graders that gives students an analytical perspective on government 
and politics in the US.  

 Finally, the “Institute for Political and Legal Education” (IPLE) class is a popu-
lar full-year class open to seniors that focuses on active, authentic involvement 
in American politics, government, and law.  

 
 
 

Thank you to Supervisor Kristen Brynildsen for contributing to this article. 

MARCH DIVERSITY DATES 

Women’s History Month 

Irish-American History Month 

Developmental Disabilities  

Awareness Month 

Ethnic Equality Month 

Gender Equality Month 

Greek-American Heritage Month 

Multiple Sclerosis Awareness and Educa-
tion Month 

 

March 6:  Purim, a Jewish holiday com-
memorating the saving of the Jewish people 
from Haman in the ancient Persian Empire, 
a story recorded in the Biblical Book of Es-
ther. 

 

March 8:  International Women’s Day 

 

March 8:  Holi, the Hindu holiday cele-
brating the winter harvest and the onset of 
spring.   

 

March 21:  World Down Syndrome Day 

 

March 21:  Persian New Year 

 

March 22 to April 21: Ramadan, an an-
nual observance for Muslims worldwide 
during which time Muslims abstain from 
eating and drinking from dawn until dusk 
and break the fast with an evening meal 
called iftar. 

 

March 31:   International Transgender Day 
of Visibility  



POP-UP LIBRARIES AT BROOKLAWN MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 
Pop-Up Libraries is an artist-led social initiative to establish small libraries in public spaces, community centers, and art centers. The 
aim of the project is to enhance community spaces, create a catalyst for reading books, encourage recycling, and inspire creativity.  

At Brooklawn Middle School, four vintage overhead projector carts were repurposed to hold lots of books and “popped up” in locations 
throughout the school.  There are also poems about the love of books and magic of reading hung near each cart and in the halls with 
arrows directing students toward the PopUp Libraries.   

Books were donated from some classroom libraries, our own Media Center, and the bulk of them came from BMS’s own Mrs. Franz’s 
husband’s public library in Hillsdale.  If you have books you’d like to donate, send them in!  There’s a box in the Lit Center (B21). 

 
How does it work? 
 

• Students can check out the cart. 
 

• Students can borrow a book, with no strings attached. 
 

• Students return the book to any cart when they’re done. 
 

• If students have finished a book that they’d like to share, they can swap it for one on the cart. 
 

• Students are asked to keep the cart neat, please and thank you! 
 
 

     Why create a Pop-Up Library? 
 

• Because the more books that are available and within reach,              
the more likely students are to read!   

 

• Recycling--literally and figuratively!  
 

• Inspiring creativity 
 

• Creating opportunity and community 
 

 
 
 
 




